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Discussion Questions for “There Will Come Soft Rains”

1. In what ways are the technologies portrayed in the ‘house of the future’ similar to technologies we have today, or logical extensions of what we have today? 





2. What can we infer from the silhouettes in the burned wall on the west side of the house? 

3. Describe the dog’s death and explain why it acts as it does prior to dying. 

4. What do you think is the significance of the poem that the house’s automated voice recites? 

5. When a tree’s branch comes crashing through the kitchen window and spills a flammable cleaning solvent over the still-hot stove and starts a fire, is the house trying to save itself, or the people who no longer live in it (which the house does not seem to realize), or both? 

6. Does it seem odd to you that such a technologically advanced house would be unable to detect that there were no human beings living in it anymore? Explain.

7. Do you feel sorry for the house when it burns down and dies? Explain.

8. What are some current technologies that automatically do things for us, or cater to our specific needs and wants?

9. What do you think Earth will be like after humans have gone extinct or all left Earth?

